
PRIVATE COLLEGES



AND UNIVERSITIES

Private Colleges and Universities
Private higher education in North Carolina traces its history to 1772 and the 

founding of Salem College, one of the earliest colleges for women in the United States. 
The second-oldest institution of higher education in the state, Louisburg College, was 
first chartered in 1787. The decade of the 1830s witnessed a flourishing of private 
colleges. Wake Forest University (1834), Davidson College and Guilford College 
(1837), Duke University and Greensboro College (1838) were all founded by private 
citizens determined to spread the benefits of higher education to the people of the 
state. There were 20 present-day private colleges or their predecessors serving North 
Carolina by 1877, when the second state-supported college was established.

Today, North Carolina has 36 independently-controlled, liberal arts and research 
colleges and universities accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools. These institutions, affiliated with 12 different religious denominations, enroll 
over 80,000 students and confer nearly one-third of the bachelor’s degrees awarded 
in the state each year. Private universities confer about half of the state’s degrees in 
law and medicine.

From about the turn of the 20th Century until the early 1960s, enrollment was 
fairly evenly distributed between the public and private sectors of higher education. 
Anticipating the effects of inflation on private college tuitions and, in turn, their 
enrollments, Governor Terry Sanford recommended in 1963 that the state assist 
North Carolina students desiring to attend North Carolina’s private colleges. This 
recommendation was reiterated in 1968 by the Board of Higher Education, which was 
concerned by the gradual but constant shift in enrollment away from private colleges 
due to the tuition differential between the public and private sectors.

In 1968, the North Carolina Association of Independent Colleges and Universities 
was organized to speak for and represent the interests of the private colleges and 
institutions. The purpose of the organization, stated in its constitution, is “to promote 
and advance the interests of higher education in North Carolina, including both public 
and independent colleges and universities, with special concern for the dual nature 
of the system, its quality, freedom and responsibility to serve the educational and 
cultural needs of the state, nation, and world.” Now called North Carolina Independent 
Colleges & Universities (NCICU), the group works closely with the state university 
system, community college system, the N.C. Department of Public Instruction and 
the N.C. Board of Education to address statewide issues in education.

NCICU’s board of directors is composed of the presidents of the member 
institutions. A chair and executive committee are elected from the board. The president 
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of NCICU is an ex-officio member of the board and executive committee and is the 
organization’s chief executive officer.

Through the combined efforts of North Carolina Independent Colleges & 
Universities, concerned citizens and legislators, the first private college student 
assistance programs were enacted by the General Assembly in 1971. Today the state 
allocates over $90 million to needy North Carolina students attending independent 
colleges and universities in the state.

In 1975, NCICU assumed a wide range of educational and research activities and 
today provides a range of service activities as an advocate for the institutions in the 
areas of student recruitment, teacher education, financial aid and research. NCICU 
administers such programs as campus tours for counselors and cooperative library 
purchasing. NCICU also provides staff development opportunities for independent 
constituent groups such as academic deans, admissions directors, directors of 
development and financial aid directors, as well as developing various publications.

Presidents of Private Colleges and Universities
Senior Colleges and Universities

Dr. Norval C. Kneten		  Barton College 			   Wilson
Dr. William K. Thierfelder	 Belmont Abbey College		  Belmont
Dr. Julianne Malveaux		  Bennett College for Women	 Greensboro
Dr. Esther Terry (Interim)	 Bennett College for Women	 Greensboro
Dr. David Joyce			  Brevard College			  Brevard
Dr. Dianne O. Snyder		  Cabarrus College of Health Sci.	 Concord
Dr. Jerry M. Wallace		  Campbell University 		  Buies Creek
Brien Lewis			   Catawba College		  Salisbury
Dr. M. Christopher White	 Chowan University		  Murfreesboro
Dr. Carol Quillen		  Davidson College 		  Davidson
Dr. Richard H. Brodhead	 Duke University			  Durham
Dr. Leo M. Lambert 		  Elon University			  Elon
Dr. A. Frank Bonner		  Gardner-Webb University	 Boiling Springs
Dr. Lawrence D. Czarda		 Greensboro College		  Greensboro
Dr. John Kent Chabotar		 Guilford College 		  Greensboro
Dr. Nido R. Qubein		  High Point University 		  High Point
Dr. Ronald L. Carter		  Johnson C. Smith University	 Charlotte
Dr. Barry M. Buxton		  Lees-McRae College		  Banner Elk
Dr. Wayne B. Powell		  Lenoir-Rhyne University		 Hickory
Dr. Jimmy R. Jenkins, Sr.	 Livingstone College		  Salisbury
Dr. Mark D. La Branche		 Louisburg College		  Louisburg
Dr. Dan G. Lunsford 		  Mars Hill College 		  Mars Hill
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Senior Colleges and Universities (continued)

Dr. Jo Allen			   Meredith College		  Raleigh 
Dr. Ben E. Hancock, Jr.		  Methodist University		  Fayetteville
Dr. Dan Struble			  Montreat College		  Montreat
Dr. Philip P. Kerstetter		  Mount Olive College		  Mount Olive
James A. Gray III		  N.C. Wesleyan College 		  Rocky Mount
Michael C. Miller		  Pfeiffer University 		  Misenheimer
Dr. Pamela L. Davies		  Queens University of Charlotte	 Charlotte
Paul Baldasare, Jr.		  St. Andrews Presbyterian Col.	 Laurinburg
Dr. Dianne Boardley Suber	 Saint Augustine’s College 	 Raleigh
Dr. Susan W. Pauly		  Salem College			   Winston-Salem
Dr. Dorothy Yancy (Interim)	 Shaw University			  Raleigh
Dr. Nathan O. Hatch		  Wake Forest University		  Winston-Salem
Dr. William Sanborn Pfeiffer	 Warren Wilson College		  Asheville
Dr. Debra M. Townsley	  	 William Peace Peace College 	 Raleigh
Dr. Jerry E. McGee		  Wingate University		  Wingate

N.C.  Independent Colleges and Universities
Presidents of the Association

Virgil L. McBride		  1970-74
Dr. Cameron P. West		  1974-79
Senator John T. Henley		  1979-92
Dr. A. Hope Williams		  1992-Present

Chairs of the Association

Dr. Ralph Scales			  Wake Forest University		  1969-71
Dr. Norman W. Wiggins		 Campbell University		  1971-73
Dr. Arthur D. Wenger		  Atlantic Christian College	 1973-75
Dr. Samuel R. Spencer		  Davidson College		  1975-77
Governor Terry Sanford		 Duke University			  1977-81
Dr. Fred B. Bentley		  Mars Hill College		  1981-83
Dr. James Fred Young		  Elon University			  1983-87
Dr. John E. Weems		  Meredith College		  1987-91
Dr. William R. Rogers		  Guilford College		  1991-95
Dr. James B. Hemby		  Barton College			   1995-99
Dr. Julianne Still Thrift		  Salem College			   1999-2003
Dr. Douglas M. Orr, Jr.		  Warren Wilson College		  2003-2006
Dr. Dorothy Cowser Yancy 	 Johnson C. Smith University	 2006-08
Dr. Jerry E. McGee		  Wingate University		  2008-Present


