
OUR CONSTITUTIONS:    



A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE    A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

Our Constitutions: A Historical Perspective
by John L5 Sanders 
Former Director of the Institute of Government 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Constitution of 1776
Drafted and promulgated by the Fifth Provincial Congress in December, 1776, 

without submission to the people, the Constitution of 1776 and its separate, but 
accompanying, Declaration of Rights sketched the main outlines of the new state 
government and secured the rights of the citizen from government interference. While 
the principle of separation of powers was explicitly affirmed and the familiar three 
branches of government were provided for, the true center of power lay in the General 
Assembly. That body not only exercised full legislative power; it also chose all the 
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and erroneous text was deleted, as were provisions essentially legislative in character. 
The new constitution sought uniformity of expression where uniformity of meaning 
was important. Directness and currency of language were also sought, together with 
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The amendment retained the maximum tax rate of ten percent.

The final amendment ratified in 1970 assigned to a special fund the benefits of 
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the 1977 General Assembly and ratified by the voters on November 8, 1977. Four 
other amendments were approved by the voters at the same time. These amendments:

Required that the state operate on a balanced budget at all times.

Extended to widowers (as well as to widows) the benefit of the 
homestead exemption.

Allowed a woman (as well as a man) to insure her life for the benefit of 
her spouse or children free from all claims of the insured’s creditors or 
of her (or his) estate.

Authorized municipalities owning or operating electric power facilities 
to do so jointly with other public or private power organizations and to 
issue electric system revenue bonds to finance such facilities.

Only one amendment was proposed by the General Assembly of 1979. Approved 
by the voters in 1980, it required that all justices and judges of the state courts be 
licensed lawyers as a condition of election or appointment to the bench.

The 1981 session of the General Assembly sent five amendments to the voters for 
decision on June 29, 1982. The two amendments ratified by the voters authorized 
the General Assembly to provide for the recall of retired state Supreme Court justices 
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Assured victims of crime (as defined by the General Assembly) of 
certain rights, such as the right to be informed about and attend court 
proceedings held with respect to the accused.

Recent legislative sessions have considered several amendments to eliminate the 
popularly-elected status of the Superintendent of Public Instruction. In 1997, one of 
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Constitution of North Carolina 
[as amended to November, 2010]

Preamble
We, the people of the State of North Carolina, grateful to Almighty God, the 

Sovereign Ruler of Nations, for the preservation of the American Union and the 
existence of our civil, politictl and religious liberties, and acknowledging our 
dependence upon Him for the continuance of those blessings to us and our posterity, 
do, for the more certain security thereof and for the better government of this State, 
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(a) The right as prescribed by law to be informed of and to be present at court 
proceedings of the accused.

(b) The right to be heard at sentencing of the accused in a manner prescribed 
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shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections and veto 
message, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered; and if 
approved by three-fifths of the members of that house present and voting, it shall 
become a law notwithstanding the objections of the Governor.  In all such cases 
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(7)  Extra sessions.  The Governor may, on extraordinary occasions, by and with 
the advice of the Council of State, convene the General Assembly in extra session 
by his proclamation, stating therein the purpose or purposes for which they are 
thus convened.
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