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Constitutional Amendment on November Ballot

Raleigh —When North Carolina voters go to the polls on November 2, they will find more than
candidates’ names on their ballots. They also will be voting on a constitutional amendment that could
affect the names on future ballots.

The 2010 General Assembly approved a measure (Session Law 2010-49) that would ban convicted
felons from serving as sheriffs in North Carolina.

The proposed amendment to Article VII, Section 2 of the North Carolina Constitution would add
language stating that individuals convicted of a felony in North Carolina or any other state would be
ineligible to serve as a sheriff in North Carolina whether or not his or her rights of citizenship have
been restored.

The General Assembly also approved the language that voters will see on the ballot this fall as they
consider this constitutional amendment:

[]FOR [] AGAINST
Constitutional amendment providing that no person convicted of a felony may serve as Sheriff.

The Constitutional Amendments Publication Commission, chaired by Secretary of State Elaine F.
Marshall, has approved language for an official explanation of the proposed amendment that can be
provided to voters to assist them in understanding the amendment.

Secretary Marshall urges voters to take time to consider the amendment.

“The Constitution of North Carolina belongs to the people of North Carolina. As with every proposed
constitutional amendment, the voters have an important opportunity here to carefully consider this
proposed change and cast their ballots according to the facts and to their personal beliefs.”

Here is the official explanation adopted by the Commission:

The North Carolina Constitution says that voters must elect a county Sheriff. It does not say
who is eligible to serve as county Sheriff.

The proposed Amendment to the Constitution says who isligttle to serve as a county
Sheriff. The Amendment says that convicted felons are not eligible to serve as county
Sheriff.



A convicted felon is someone who has been founlygoii who has pled guilty to a serious
crime called a felony. A felony is a crime thatynh@ad to imprisonment. A person
convicted of a felony may lose certain rights. Egample, a person who is convicted of a
felony may lose the right to vote, the right torgaa firearm, and other privileges.

If the majority of voters vote “FOR” for the Amendm ent, a convicted felon will not be
eligible to be a County Sheriff in North Carolina.

If the majority of voters vote “AGAINST” the Amendm ent, a convicted felon will be
eligible to be a County Sheriff in North Carolina.

This explanation was provided to each North Caeotinunty board of elections. For copies, people
may contact their county board of elections, thetiN€arolina Secretary of State’s Office, or visit
the Secretary of State’s Office onlinevat/w.sosnc.com
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Constitutional Amendment on November Ballot

Raleigh — When North Carolina voters go to the polls on November 2, they will find more than
candidates’ names on their ballots. They also will be voting on a constitutional amendment that could
affect the names on future ballots.

The 2010 General Assembly approved a measure (Session Law 2010-49) that would ban convicted
felons from serving as sheriffs in North Carolina.

The proposed amendment to Article VII, Section 2 of the North Carolina Constitution would add
language stating that individuals convicted of a felony in North Carolina or any other state would be
ineligible to serve as a sheriff in North Carolina whether or not his or her rights of citizenship have
been restored.

The General Assembly also approved the language that voters will see on the ballot this fall as they
consider this constitutional amendment:

[ ] FOR [ ] AGAINST
Constitutional amendment providing that no person convicted of a felony may serve as Sheriff.

The Constitutional Amendments Publication Commission, chaired by Secretary of State Elaine F.
Marshall, has approved language for an official explanation of the proposed amendment that can be
provided to voters to assist them in understanding the amendment.

Secretary Marshall urges voters to take time to consider the amendment.

“The Constitution of North Carolina belongs to the people of North Carolina. As with every proposed
constitutional amendment, the voters have an important opportunity here to carefully consider this
proposed change and cast their ballots according to the facts and to their personal beliefs.”

Here is the official explanation adopted by the Commission:

The North Carolina Constitution says that voters must elect a county Sheriff. It does not say
who is eligible to serve as county Sheriff.

The proposed Amendment to the Constitution says who is not eligible to serve as a county
Sheriff. The Amendment says that convicted felons are not eligible to serve as county
Sheriff.



A convicted felon is someone who has been found guilty or who has pled guilty to a serious
crime called a felony. A felony is a crime that may lead to imprisonment. A person
convicted of a felony may lose certain rights. For example, a person who is convicted of a
felony may lose the right to vote, the right to carry a firearm, and other privileges.

If the majority of voters vote “FOR” for the Amendment, a convicted felon will not be
eligible to be a County Sheriff in North Carolina.

If the majority of voters vote “AGAINST” the Amendment, a convicted felon will be
eligible to be a County Sheriff in North Carolina.

This explanation is being provided to each North Carolina county board of elections. For
copies, people may contact their county board of elections, the North Carolina Secretary of
State’s Office, or visit the Secretary of State’s Office online at www.sosnc.com.
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Alamance County Board of Elections Alexander County Board of Elections Alleghany County Board of Elections
115 South Maple Street PO Box 326 PO Box 65
Graham, NC 27253 Taylorsville, NC 28681 Sparta, NC 28675

Anson County Board of Elections Ashe County Board of Elections Avery County Board of Elections
PO Box 768 150 Government Circle, Suite 2100 PO Box 145
Wadeshoro, NC 28170 Jefferson, NC 28640 Newland, NC 28657

Beaufort County Board of Elections Bertie County Board of Elections Bladen County Board of Elections
PO Box 1016 PO Box 312 PO Box 512
Washington, NC 27889 Windsor, NC 27983 Elizabethtown, NC 28337

Brunswick County Board of Elections Buncombe County Board of Elections Burke County Board of Elections
PO Box 2 PO Box 7468 PO Box 798
Bolivia NC 28422 Asheville, NC 28802 Morganton, NC 28680

Cabarrus County Board of Elections Caldwell County Board of Elections Camden County Board of Elections
PO Box 1315 PO Box 564 PO Box 206
Concord, NC 28026 Lenoir, NC 757-1326 Camden, NC 27921

Carteret County Board of Elections Caswell County Board of Elections Catawba County Board of Elections
1702 Live Oak St., Suite 200 PO Box 698 PO Box 132
Beaufort, NC 28516 Yanceyville, NC 27379 Newton, NC 28658

Chatham County Board of Elections Cherokee County Board of Elections Chowan County Board of Elections
PO Box 111 17 Peachtree Street, Suite B PO Box 133
Pittsboro, NC 27312 Murphy, NC 28906 Edenton, NC 27932

Clay County Board of Elections
54 Church Street
Hayesville, NC 28904

Craven County Board of Elections
406 Craven Street
New Bern, NC 28560

Dare County Board of Elections
PO Box 1000
Manteo, NC 27954

Cleveland County Board of Elections
PO Box 1299
Shelby, NC 28151

Cumberland County Board of Elections
301 E. Russell Street
Fayetteville, NC 28301

Davidson County Board of Elections
PO Box 1084
Lexington, NC 27293

Columbus County Board of Elections
PO Box 37
Whiteville, NC 28472

Currituck County Board of Elections
PO Box 177
Currituck, NC 27929

Davie County Board of Elections
161 Popular Street, Suite 102
Mocksville, NC 27028



Duplin County Board of Elections
PO Box 975
Kenansville, NC 28349

Forsyth County Board of Elections
201 N. Chestnut Street
Winston-Salem, NC 27101

Gates County Board of Elections
PO Box 621
Gatesville, NC 27938

Greene County Board of Elections
PO Box 583
Snow Hill, NC 28580

Harnett County Board of Elections
PO Box 356
Lillington, NC 27546

Hertford County Board of Elections
PO Box 416
Winton, NC 27986

Iredell County Board of Elections
203 Stockton Street
Statesville, NC 28677

Jones County Board of Elections
PO Box 263
Trenton, NC 28585

Lincoln County Board of Elections
115 W. Main Street, Room 201
Lincolnton, NC 28092

Martin County Board of Elections
PO Box 801
Williamston, NC 27852

Durham County Board of Elections
PO Box 868
Durham, NC 27702

Franklin County Board of Elections
PO Box 180
Louisburg, NC 27549

Graham County Board of Elections
PO Box 1239
Robbinsville, NC 28771

Guilford County Board of Elections
PO Box 3427
Greensborg, NC 27402

Haywood County Board of Elections
1233 N. Main Street, Annex |l
Waynesville, NC 28786

Hoke County Board of Elections
PO Box 1565
Raeford, NC 28376

Jackson County Board of Elections
401 Grindstaff Cove Road
Sylva, NC 28779

Lee County Board of Elections
PO Box 1443
Sanford, NC 27331

Macon County Board of Elections
5 West Main Street
Franklin, NC 28734

McDowell County Board of Elections
PO Box 1509
Marian, NC 28752

Edgecombe County Board of Elections
PO Box 10
Tarboro, NC 27886

Gaston County Board of Elections
PO Box 1396
Gastonia, NC 28053

Granville County Board of Elections
PO Box 83
Oxford, NC 27565

Halifax County Board of Elections
PO Box 101
Halifax, NC 27839

Henderson County Board of Elections
PO Box 2090
Hendersonville, NC 28793

Hyde County Board of Elections
PO Box 152
Swan Quarter, NC 27885

Johnston County Board of Elections
PO Box 1172
Smithfield, NC 27577

Lenoir County Board of Elections
PO Box 3503
Kinston, NC 28502

Madison County Board of Elections
PO Box 142
Marshall, NC 28753

Mecklenburg County Board of Elections
PO Box 31788
Charlotte, NC 28231



Mitchell County Board of Elections
328 Long View Drive
Bakersville, NC 28705

Nash County Board of Elections
PO Box 305
Nashville, NC 27856

Onslow County Board of Elections
521 Mill Avenue
Jacksonville, NC 28540

Pasquotank County Board of Elections
PO Box 1797
Elizabeth City, NC 27906

Person County Board of Elections
331 South Morgan Street
Roxboro, NC 27573

Randolph County Board of Elections
Shaw Building, 158 Worth Street
Asheboro, NC 27203

Rockingham County Board of Elections
PO Box 22
Wentworth, NC 27375

Sampson County Board of Elections
PO Box 33
Clinton, NC 28329

Stokes County Board of Elections
PO Box 34
Danbury, NC 27016

Transylvania County Board of Elections
PO Box 868
Brevard, NC 28712

Montgomery County Board of Elections
PO Box 607
Troy, NC 27371

New Hanover County Board of Elections
230 Government Center Drive, Ste. 180
Wilmington, NC 28403

Orange County Board of Elections
PO Box 220
Hillshorough, NC 27278

Pender County Board of Elections
PO Box 1232
Burgaw, NC 28425

Pitt County Board of Elections
PO Box 56
Greenville, NC 27835

Richmond County Board of Elections
PO Box 1843
Rockingham, NC 28380

Rowan County Board of Elections
130 W. Innes Street
Salisbury, NC 28144

Scotland County Board of Elections
231 East Cronly Street, Suite 305
Laurinburg, NC 28352

Surry County Board of Elections
PO Box 372
Dobson, NC 27017

Tyrrell County Board of Elections
PO Box 449
Columbia, NC 27925

Moore County Board of Elections
PO Box 787
Carthage, NC 28327

Northampton County Board of Elections
PO Box 603
Jackson, NC 27845

Pamlico County Board of Elections
PO Box 464
Bayboro, NC 28515

Perquimans County Board of Elections
PO Box 336
Hertford, NC 27944

Polk County Board of Elections
PO Box 253
Columbus, NC 28722

Robeson County Board of Elections
PO Box 2159
Lumberton, NC 28359

Rutherford County Board of Elections
PO Box 927
Rutherfordton, NC 28139

Stanly County Board of Elections
PO Box 1309
Albemarle, NC 28002

Swain County Board of Elections
PO Box 133
Bryson City, NC 28713

Union County Board of Elections
PO Box 1106
Monroe, NC 28111



Vance County Board of Elections
300 S. Garnett Street, Suite C
Henderson, NC 27536

Washington County Board of Elections
PO Box 1007
Plymouth, NC 27962

Wilkes County Board of Elections
110 North Street, Room 315
Wilkesboro, NC 28697

Yancey County Board of Elections
PO Box 763
Burnsville, NC 28714

Wake County Board of Elections
PO Box 695
Raleigh, NC 27602

Watauga County Board of Elections
PO Box 528
Boone, NC 28607

Wilson County Board of Elections
PO Box 2121
Wilson, NC 27854

Warren County Board of Elections
PO Box 803
Warrenton, NC 27589

Wayne County Board of Elections
209 S. William Street
Goldsboro, NC 27530

Yadkin County Board of Elections
PO Box 877
Yadkinville, NC 27055



Larry Leake

State Board of Elections
PO Box 27255

Raleigh, NC 27611-7255

Attorney General Roy Cooper
9001 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-9001

Gary Bartlett

State Board of Elections
PO Box 27255

Raleigh, NC 27611-7255

George Hall, Legislative Services Officer
300 N. Salisbury Street
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925

Don Wright

State Board of Elections
PO Box 27255

Raleigh, NC 27611-7255



