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A Visit to Moldova: An Update on Our
Library’s Partnership with the Scientific
Medical Library of Moldova

By Donna Flake

T?" 5 pardnership is led by Donna
Flake and Diane Darrow from the
SEAHEC Medical Library in
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Donna and Diane :
Scigntific Medical Library of the State
Medical and Pharmaceutical
University of Moldova in Chisinauy,
Moldova for ten days in June 2009.

They taught HINARI at the library
to twenty-three health professionals
including  physicians, residents,
madical  students, medical  school
faculty members, medical librarians
and representatives from the Ministry

of Health.  HINARI is an important
program of the Worid Health
Organization {(WHQO) which makes

6.200 medical journals available o
health practitioners in the wmt S
pooresi countries. Moldova gualifies

as one of the world's poorest
countrigs. This HINARI ciass in
Moidova was the first time it was
taught in Europe. It has been taught
i Vietnam and extensively in Africa.
56 in that regard, Donna and Diane
unofficial  representatives  of
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White in Moldova, Donna and
Diane had several meetings with the
university's  President  and  several
facully members. They brainstormed
how to improve the medical library and
how to expand the partnership. One
hig accomplishiment of this visit to
Moldova 1s that the Moldovan medical
university will develop a course
integrates  HINARE and medical
mstruction into  the
Prior to their the
sidovan  Bbvarians advertised their
databases. but did not offe
classes to the doctors,
medical  students, and
mernbers. Another accomplishmesr
that the university's President
mandated that the |.tmi.«,,‘.i fibrary
develop a library markeating plan. This
appears to be a direct re L|'t of the
course Donna and Diane taugnt on
marketing the medical library
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Donna was also invited 1o a
dinner at the home of the US Ambas-
sador to Moldova. Unfortunately. Diane
had to return home before this dinner,
In attendance at the Ambassador's
noime was the Minister of Health. the
President of the mnd:r 3? university and

Diane Darrow with Moldovan University Officials
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sending 20,000 current medic
and journals o the Moldovan
ibrary. These books and j¢
ered I three shipl
four year period of time.
21|p|}"r nt of 140 boxes is 5 it
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SEAHEC Medical Library, the AHEC

ville, and the
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hbranes at East
Un sity and the Unwver
Carolina at Chapel Hill. D
ave donated th
d would like o
have cuirent materials
remember to donate to ih
partnership.  In additon to the l.}c;om
and journals  provided by North
Carolina libranes, all North Carolina
51 sehool libraries and all AHEC
ibraries fumish electionic document
delivery to the Moldovan meadical

This  partnership has  besan
amely successful— more than what
Dr nna and Diane ever ms
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